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About the Show: 

 

“Everybody worships me. It’s Nauseating” 

 

Present Laughter is a comedy written by, and originally starring Noël 

Coward, about a Megalomaniac on the verge of self-destructing. Garry 

Essendine finds himself at the centre of a fling with a much younger 

actress, an affair, a tour to Africa, a young new playwright who seems to 

be head over heels for him, and a gallery of staff and workers who show 

no signs in stopping his downward spiral. 

 

Actor Garry Essendine is possibly the most desired man in the world. He 
is handsome, charming, self-deprecating, self-obsessed, and in the 

midst of a mid-life crisis. 
Over the course of a few days, on the eve of an overseas tour, he finds 

his life bombarded by the conflicting desires of others. 
As an obsessed fan, a starlet, an aspiring playwright and a stage mother 

cause chaos, it is the efforts of his not-quite-ex-wife, his manager and 
his long-suffering secretary that may finally save the day. 

A fast, furious and extremely funny farce, complete with excruciating 
misunderstandings, toe-curling narrow escapes and high camp double-

entendres, this is Noël Coward at his absolute sparkling best. 
- New Theatre 

-  

As he prepares to embark on an overseas tour, star actor Garry 

Essendine’s colourful life is in danger of spiralling out of control. 

Engulfed by an escalating identity crisis as his many and various 

relationships compete for his attention, Garry’s few remaining days at 

home are a chaotic whirlwind of love, sex, panic and soul-

searching. 

- National Theatre  

-  



Creative Team: 

Director: Andrew Kassab 

Assistant Director: Lucy Edrich 

Production Liaison: Elijah Haze 

Lighting / Audio Design: Ben Vlasich 

Intimacy Coordinator: TBD 

Stage Manager: TBD 

 

Getting to know the Director: 

 

Andrew Kassab 

Andrew is an aspiring Director / Dramaturg from the Gold Coast currently studying a 

Bachelor of Arts with a double major in History and Drama. Andrew has performed 

in, and designed for productions in most theatres on the Gold Coast, who is turning 

their hand to directing. Andrew has previously designed / worked on shows such as 

Mamma Mia (Spotlight Theatre), Spring Awakening (Gold Coast Little Theatre), and 

Fame (Spotlight Theatre). Present Laughter is the first play Andrew has directed 

outside of university. Andrew is excited to direct Present Laughter, a show that he 

has loved for many years. 

  



Auditions: 

Please fill out the audition form on the website, please make 

sure to double check that you’ve listed any and all unavailability 

that you have during the rehearsal and performance season of 

the show. The audition process will take place over two 

weekends, with the first round of auditions taking place on 

Sunday the 19th of April, and callbacks happening on the 

following weekend, Sunday the 26th of April 

If you are unable to attend the audition in person, please email: 

PLaughterjBah@Gmail.com 

 

Rehearsals: 

Rehearsal will take place every Tuesday, Thursday, and 

Saturday (please note, not everyone will be required for every 

rehearsal). Rehearsal will take place in the shed, once the 

previous show has closed, we will move into the Theatre 

Space. 

 

Performances: 

 

The show will run between the 8th and 22nd of August, 

performing in this order: Sat, Sun, Fri, Sat, Sun, Fri, Sat (Sun 

are matinees) Please note that there will be one Auslan 

interpreted during the season, this will be on the 2nd Saturday. 

  

mailto:PLaughterjBah@Gmail.com


Roles: 

 

Gary Essendine | Male, 30’s-40’s. An egomaniac, a man-child 

who refuses to grow up, knows he’s a talented actor. 

Liz Essendine | Female, 30’s-40’s. Garry’s ex-wife and theatrical 

producer; charming, practical, kind 

Daphne Stillington | Female, 20’s – early 30’s. The ingenue. 

Innocent, romantic, ambitious. 

Joanna Lyppiatt | Female, late 30’s – mid 40’s. Henry’s wife; 

attractive, glamorous, ruthless, shameless. Considerable charm and 

plenty of self-assurance 

Henry Lyppiatt | Male, 40’s – 50’s. Garry’s longtime producer; 

pompous and oblivious. Very dapper and very neat. 

Monica Reed | Female, 30’s – 40’s. Garry’s secretary, wing-

woman, confidante, and everything else. Acerbic, and organised. 

Lady Saltburn / Mrs Erickson | Female, 30’s – 60’s. This track 

plays both Daphne’s high society aunt, Lady Saltburn, and Mrs. 

Erickson, Garry’s Swedish eccentric housekeeper. 

Morris Dixon | Male, 30’s – 50’s. Garry’s friend and producer; a 

bohemian who is romantic, self-involved, and a terrible liar. 

Fred | Male, 30’s – 50’s. Garry’s valet, a working class man with a 

simple outlook on life. 

Roland Maule | Male, 20’s – 30’s. A struggling playwright with 

exaggerated views of his own ability, as well as everything else about 

him. Intelligent, but annoying, like a precocious child genius. Too 

earnest, hides his nerves by assuming an air of defiance. 

  



What to prepare: 

For every role, please prepare one comedic contemporary 

monologue of your choosing, with a maximum runtime of 3 

minutes if you are auditioning for the role of Mr Garry 

Essendine, please also prepare one of the monologues listed 

below: 

 

#1 

Garry: Listen to me, my dearest Daphne. You’re not in love 

with me – the real me. You’re in love with an illusion, the illusion 

that I gave you when you saw me on the stage. Last night I ran 

the risk of breaking that dear young illusion for ever – but I 

didn’t – It’s still there. I can see it in your eyes but never again – 

never never again – moments like last night – that’s all I can 

dare to hope for now – that’s why I’m so lonely sometimes, so 

desperately lonely, but I have learned one bitter lesson in my 

life and that lesson is to be able to say goodbye [Daphne 

attempts to protest] Let me go on – shh![reciting the poem 

theatrically] “We meet not as we parted/We feel more than all 

may see/ My bosom is heavy-hearted/And thine full of doubt for 

me. One moment has bound the free” [Daphne again attempts 

to protest] Quiet! “That moment has gone forever /Like lightning 

that flashed and died /Like a snowflake upon the river /Like a 

sunbeam upon the tide / Which the dark shadows hide—” 

There now that was Shelley, Don’t you think it’s beautiful? 

  



#2 

GARRY: Very Well, Morris, I’m not going to ask you one more 

question, I’m not even going to bellow at you, much but all that 

depends upon whether or not you annoy me. I am however 

going to make you see one thing clearly, and it is this. You and 

Henry and Monica and Liz and I share something of 

inestimable importance to all of use, and that something is 

mutual respect and trust. God knows it’s been hard won. We 

can look back on years and years of bitter conflict with 

ourselves and with each other. But now, now that we’re all 

middle-aged we can admit, with a certain mellow tranquillity, 

that it’s been well worth it. Here we are, five people closely 

woven together by affection and work and intimate knowledge 

of each other. It’s too important a “setup” to risk breaking for 

any outside emotional reason whatsoever. Joanna is alien to 

us. She doesn’t really belong to us and never could. Henry 

realises that perfectly well, he’s nobody’s fool and to do him 

justice he has never tried to force her on us/ But don’t believe 

for a minute that Joanna isn’t a potential danger, because she 

is! She’s a hundred percent female, exceedingly attractive and 

ruthlessly implacable in the pursuit of anything she wants. 


